MEETING OF THE UIG COMMUNITY COUNCIL

Proposed Minutes

Date Tuesday 15% July 2025 19.00:21.00
Location Uig Hall
Participants Sandra MacKenzie Chair
Claudia Marshall Treasurer
Yvonne Gerrard Secretary
Ruby Saul Co Opted Member
Alastair MacLean Co Opted Member
Isla Mackay Youth Member

EoghannCampettYouth-Member
Invited Councillor Christine Gilles

Local community development office Duncan Clark
Pubic Two members in attendance

Sandra opened the meeting and welcomed everyone.

1 Minutes of the previous meeting had been approved by email

2  Written Financial report
Financial update:
Business Account £ 66.71
Saving Account f 3,050.55

Income

f 453.74 Highland Council CC grant
f 241 InterestlJune

£ 2.88 Interest May

Expenses

£ 20.00 Community Hall

3 Ongoing issues latest

a. Uig Pier Development update, inc Media Request.

Uig CC had been contacted by the media to comment on the Pier Development, Sandra spoke
with them but she then referred them on to the residents those most impacted by the changes
as their comments would be more pertinent than the CCs

At a meeting on the 4" March 25 with the HC they promised to undertake an independent
review into the issues around the reconfiguration of the pier. This review was to take 4 months
(by 15% June 25) and the report was to be made available to the CC and the residents most
affected. To date a copy of the report has not been made available to any parties. The CC has
written to the HC asking to see sight of the report to date there had been no reply. AP Clir C
Gilles to try and obtain a copy of the report on behalf of the CC



b. Footpath/pavement for Earlish
Efforts to try and find anything out have proven fruitless and have fallen fallow since Cllr Munro
has left AP Clir C Gilles to try and find out if anything is happening or likely to happen.

c. Idrigrill bend hazard issues barriers and drainage

As far as can be established the work is still on track when the last part of the bend has been
resurfaced. Clir C Gilles was able to give more insight into the funding available this year and
the planned works, none of which gave cause to think it would happen as planned

d. Uig Community Council, Uig Trust and Uig Hall ongoing working cooperation and joint
communications to inc webpage, newsletter

e. Local Place Plans (LPP) or alternatives
These two issues are linked and things seem to be moving forward. Ms Gillian Brown who
was at the meeting is also involved in Uig Trust as is Ruby Saul which allowed for inter
discussion and agreement.
Re the web page, the CC & Hall had been mistakenly under the impression that the Trust
wanted to have their own web page rather than a joint one. It was agreed that a meeting
would be called for all three groups to work out how to take this forward soon as it has now
been rumbling on for some time. AP Yvonne to organise a meeting between the Trust, CC
& Hall.
The CC have registered with the HC to do a LPP and this has stalled as we were hoping to
work with Stuart MacPherson who is working with the Trust on a Local Development Plan.
It was agreed that given the overlap on these two plans they needed to dovetail and
complement and support each other. With a view to making this happen AP Yvonne to
arrange a meeting between the parties involved

f. Purchase of the old pier building and land update

The Trust are still pursing this and are waiting to find out what the final plot of land may look
like. The Trust have also been offered the toilets which are due to close on the 31.08.25 -
see 5a below. Any acquisitions will feed into the LPP & Development Plan. At this time there
is not much more to be said re any acquisitions

g. Landscaping of pier area and around the King George V and Awesome Uig Group

A first Awesome Uig clean-up had been successful held, another one was planned for this
Sat 19t July. Disappointingly no funding or donation had come from Roberston’s as
indicated. AP Sandra to chase them up. The old benches outside the CalMac offices will
become defunct. AP Ruby to see if we can claim them to repurpose them.

h. Public Notice Boards - new boards



The person Yvonne had approached to provide new Notice Boards was now unwell and
unable to help. After a brief discussion it was agreed AP Yvonne to source out boards on line
after seeking approval on design and cost; to order two new boards. Rankins would pay for
one to replace their own and the Trust would fund the other to be situated at the filling
station.

i. Skye & Rassay benefits fund & Muirhall update

This is still rumbling on with no real changes. Agreed that Yvonne would remain involved
and to take it off the agenda with Yvonne reporting back only if there was something
meaningful to report back on.

j- Play Park refresh

Yvonne had undertaken a visit and spoken to key people involved in the development of the
Dunvegan play park which had taken six years and cost £158K. Pictures and a report of what
they did how they did it and what the cost were had been provided prior to the meeting. A
lot of their cost was landscaping which hopefully we would not need to do as the land in Uig
was already flat. One of the key things to the success of the project was to have a working
group with people who had a key stake in it. It was envisaged that the CC could kick it off
and take it so far but ultimately, giving the funding likely to be needed and the resulting
management of an asset, it would at the relevant point need to be handed over to the Trust
but with the continued help and support of the working group. AP Yvonne to seek out
volunteers for a working group on FB.

k. Youth Group

Islay reported there was an appetite for a youth club alternating between Kilmuir and Uig.
However Kilmuir did not have the resources to run one but would be happy to support one
via advertising etc. If this is to go forward the next key step would to find volunteers to run a
youth club. AP Yvonne to advertise for same on FB

I. Community Forums

An email had been received about resurrecting CC community forums which were generally
considered to be useful, there was a general discussion around this but nothing concrete
seemed to be known. A suggestion which came out of the discussion was attending other
local CC (Kilmuir / Staffin) meetings or sharing minutes (NB these will be available if we
wanted to see them regardless)

m. Community Councillors carried over from AGM

Sandra had approached another person about joining us as a CC and they were thinking
about it. No more known at this time. AP Also Islay to see if there are any other young
people who might wish to join us a Youth Member



4 Any other business

a. Uig Toilets

This came up as part of 4 a & d . The proposed closure of the public toilets (PT) on the
31.08.25 is of great concern, as a ferry port and a place where there are several
coaches pulling up each day there is a great demand for public toilets. At this time of
year Rankins get asked on average 48 times a day about PT. The original agreement
between the HC & CalMac about the use of toiles in the new CalMac building has
changed. The current understanding is that only one toilet will be available to the public
when the terminal building is closed. The CC has received letters of concern form the
community around this issue. Even with the current PT there are many instances of
people defecating in public places. Yvonne had contacted the Broadford Trust and
made inquiries into how they went about providing PT in Broadford - that information
has been made available previously. Following a discussion around this issue there are
no immediate solutions presenting themselves other than to keep the excising PT open
until a better solution can be found. AP Cllr Gilles to pursue with HC

b. Windfarm & SSE related issues inc CC conferences

Yvonne had been to CC Conferences in Beauly and reported back prior to the meeting
The CC had been invited to comment as a consultee on BenSca Redesign Wind Farm. It
was agreed that any views expressed need to reflect those of the community. AP
Yvonne to do a poll on FB (done)

The CC had been invited by SSE to be involved in the consultation with themselves for
the development of the consented overhead line. AP Claudia to accept the invitation.
AP Yvonne to resend email to Claudia (done)

C. New dedicated Councillor
Our dedicated Councillor is Christine Gillies who we are very pleased to welcome
especially joining us tonight at such short notice.

d. Health Forum
This is something Sandra is part of in her day job and will report back anything relevant.

e. Invite from the Trust re new lease holders for the filling station
Sandra will attend to represent the CC once a date has been fixed.

f. Uig Football pitch

We had been approached by the HC about the Skye Rugby Team using the Uig pitch for
games. The rugby team practise on the King George V field but can’t play matches
there. The Uig pitch is currently used by the NW Skye football team who we understand
are reluctant to share this with the Rugby Team as they are concerned it will damage
the pitch. The CC don’t own, maintain or control the field. However, having been asked



by HC for a CC view and, after discussion, the consensus view of the CC was that the
rugby team should be allowed to use it for a trial period only and on the condition they
make good any damage done. If we as a CC received complaints those would be fed
back . AP Yvonne to reply to the HC in that vein.

g. Beach Bins
We had received information about other areas having beach bins and was it something
we wanted to consider. AP Ruby to investigate further.

5 Questions or contributions from the public present

a. Provision of the Fire & Rescue Services in Uig

The rehousing of the fire brigade. Concerns had been raised and we had been
reassured that adequate provision would be maintained. However given the high fire
risks in the area and lack of other engines further clarification would be helpful AP
Yvonne to invite the Fire & rescue services to our next meeting.

b. Surveys and consultations sent to the UIG CC

Is there any way the many requests we get to do surveys and get involved in
consultations from HC and Scottish Government can be prioritised. AP Clir Gilles to
investigate

6 Declaration of date of next meeting is the 16t Sept @ 7pm in Uig Hall Sandra thanked
everyone for attending the meeting and their contributions.

Highlights in short

We welcomed our new community councillor Chritine Gilles

The Uig CC are keeping an eye on: the progress of information relating to the reconfiguration of
the Pier and problems caused; the placement of a barrier on the Idigrill bend; pursuing a Footpath
from Uig to Earlish.

Closer working with the Trust & the Hall was moved forward in particular with respect to an Uig
web Page, A local Place plan and a local development Plan.

We are seeking to repair / increase the number of public notice boards

We will be looking to find support and working groups to take forward a youth club and to
refurbish the play park

We are pursuing concerns regarding the lack of public toilets (after the 31.08.25 when the current
one is due to close ), as well as ensuring that Uig has adequate Fire and Rescue Services when the
old station is closed.

We were asked our view on the Skye Rugby Club being able to use the playing field currently used
by the NW Skye football team. Our view was that they should be able to on a trial basis and with
the caveat they make good any damage done.

We were also consulted about windfarm applications for which we need to reflect the
community’s views.



